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place before their own generation had passed away, a good many years might elapse before it did take place. The elder and more important members of each Ecclesia naturally then got the charge of its affairs. These grave persons, grave as they were, required a president, if everything was not to be in confusion. The president gradually became the bishop, and in the Epistles to Titus and Timothy the hierarchy is full grown.
These Epistles were assuredly not the work of St. Paul, but belonged to the period of which I am writing, that is to the reign of Adrian. Their non-Pauline origin does not prevent them being documents of the greatest possible interest and value, full of good sense and full, early as is their date, of Catholic piety. They were probably composed at Rome, and it is perfectly possible that the writer may have had in his hands genuine letters of St. Paul, parts of which he incorporated with them. A little later than these, or very much about the same time, may be placed the Second Epistle of Peter, the chief object of which appears to have been to reassure those of the faithful who began to wonder how it was that half a century had passed since those events occurred which their fathers believed to be the immediate precursors of the Second Coming